
 
 

Green Mountain Club 

Section Reports 
 

The Green Mountain Club has 14 regionally based chapters that maintain specific areas of the 

Long Trail, Appalachian Trail in Vermont, and Kingdom Heritage Trails in the Northeast 

Kingdom. Sections and their members and volunteers are an integral part of the work the Green 

Mountain Club does to care for over 500 miles of hiking trails in Vermont.  

 

Below please enjoy reports from each section. (Please note that the Manchester Section Report is 

not included here, but you can learn more about them by visiting their website.) 

 

Bennington Section 
What are two (2) items you would like the membership to know about your section’s year? 

The Bennington Section of the GMC can run outings once again. Please consider offering an 

outing. These outings can be in Vermont or in neighboring states. We will be following the 

Vermont guidelines for outdoor activities. As I write this the guidelines say that we can meet at 

the trailheads wearing masks. Then all those participants who are fully vaccinated may remove 

their masks if they maintain a six-foot distance.  

 

At our Annual Meeting in March, our section benefited from the technological talents of Ann 

and Billy Martin. They also are the maintainers of both our section website 

(www.benningtongmc.org) and our Meetup page (meetup.org/benningtongmc/). Their 

enthusiasm and hard work for the section are greatly appreciated. Please visit these two sites 

periodically to keep up with all the section news. 

 

What is something your section is looking forward to? 

Due to efforts by Bennington community members, including Bennington Section members, the 

Town of Bennington has received recognition as an Appalachian Trail Community. This is the 

third such town in Vermont to be so recognized as such, along with Manchester and Norwich. A 

virtual designation ceremony was held on June 3.  

 

http://www.gmc-manchester.org/
www.benningtongmc.org


 —Submitted by Reed Goossen 

 

Brattleboro Section 
What are two (2) items you would like the membership to know about your section’s year? 

Our Brattleboro Section members, a core crew of active volunteers, and even some new 

participants, have focused our attention on maintaining trails and our adopted shelters this past 

year. It has been a very productive effort and a great way to get our time in the woods during the 

pandemic, especially with limits on more social recreational activities.  

 

Our goals for this coming year include continuing to focus on maintenance, repairs, preservation, 

and improvements of the trails and shelters in our section. We are also excited to add adventure 

outings back into our schedule of events for this season. 

 

What is something your section is looking forward to? 

The Brattleboro Section members are looking forward to volunteering on the construction of the 

new shelter at Stratton Pond being built in memory of longtime Director of Field Programs Dave 

Hardy. Many counted Dave Hardy as a friend and it will be wonderful to honor his memory in 

this way.  

 

 

— Submitted by Bonnie Haug-Cramp 

 

Bread Loaf Section 
What are two (2) items you would like the membership to know about your section’s year? 

This was a year to adapt and learn new ways of doing things! Our section developed a closer-

than-ever working relationship with GMC’s dedicated headquarters staff and our counterparts in 

GMC’s other 13 sections. Under GMC’s guidance, representatives from our section spent many 

hours meeting with all Section Presidents, and on the Trail Maintenance Committee and the 



newly-formed Outings Guidelines Working Group. The ideas shared were aimed to implement 

safe practices on trails during the pandemic. In order to comply with restrictions due to COVID-

19 during the spring, summer and fall of 2020, small teams of Bread Loaf trail crew and 

dedicated trail adopters were out to clear trails, brush and water bars. We received many 

compliments about trail conditions, not in just our section, but the entire Long Trail, as more 

than the usual number of day hikers and End-to-Enders took advantage of unexpected free time 

and decided to spend it safely outdoors.  

 

Because we could not meet in person, our executive committee conducted frequent virtual 

meetings, not only to check on each other’s wellbeing, but also to figure out how we’d hold 

online meetings and small work team efforts outdoors. We were able to hold two special online 

events, both with very good attendance. In 

January 2021, we hosted our Annual 

Meeting on Zoom with guest speaker & 

author Leath Tonino; in February, our 

section hosted a Taylor Series talk with 

Bread Loaf member Bill McKibben to 

address the ongoing fight for the climate. 

Online presentations have allowed us (and 

GMC) to connect with a geographically 

wider audience, and we’ve experienced 

increased interest and appreciation for the 

club’s work. Our membership numbers 

remained steady throughout the year. And, 

thanks to one very talented member, Ivor 

Hughes, we added links on our website 

(gmcbreadloaf.org) to 10 “distracting & 

entertaining” backpacking movies. When 

our hikes and trail work resumed in the 

spring of 2021, participant interest was 

high, and all outing dates had wait lists. 

 

What is something your section is looking forward to? 

The Bread Loaf Section looks forward to resuming programs and outings in person with renewed 

energy, hopefully with new leaders who will bring new ideas! Because the work parties in 2020 

were smaller and less frequent, we anticipate plenty to do in 2021 on trails and shelters. Our 

section plans to better coordinate communications that will help publicize GMC’s education 

programs and outreach in our area of the state. We look forward to involving younger members 

in leadership positions as well as on work projects, enlisting them for fun, “boot-on the ground” 

(literally) outings. And we also look forward to resuming outdoor social events, open to 

everyone. We have a lot more in common than we have differences, and the tie that connects us 

is a love of the outdoors, the GMC and the Long Trail.  

 

 

 —Submitted by Ruth Penfield 

 

https://www.gmcbreadloaf.org/


Burlington Section 
What are two (2) items you would like the membership to know about your section’s year? 

The challenges of the past year spotlighted the dedication of our volunteers and members. 

Instead of typical large trail work outings in May, core members went out in small groups all 

season long to keep the trails clear. Our marketing chair created a wildflower series for our 

Facebook and Instagram pages. Taft Lodge turned 100 and we came together to celebrate the 

event. These are just a few examples of how the Burlington Section showed its resiliency during 

a difficult time. 

 

What is something your section is looking forward to? 

The Burlington Section is really looking forward to gathering in-person again. If the current 

year’s well-attended trail work trips are any indication, our members are ready to get together 

again and hit the trail. We know there are more Vermonters than ever exploring the trails and we 

want to invite them to join our trips and get to know the Green Mountain Cub. 

 

 
— Submitted by Jonathan Breen 

 

 

 

Connecticut Section 
What are two (2) items you would like the 

membership to know about your section’s year? 

We stayed primarily in Connecticut and cancelled our 

Long Trail maintenance weekends to observe 

Vermont’s COVID cross-state travel guidelines. We 

were able to hold 45 day hikes, 12 overnight 

backpacking trips, a week-long canoe trek in Maine’s 

Allagash Waterway, and week-long camping and 

backpacking trek in Virginia’s Shenandoah National 

Park, observing respective state safety protocols. 

 

 

 

 



 

What is something your section is looking 

forward to? 

We’re looking forward to returning to Vermont in 

2021 to work on the Long Trail, of course!  

 

 

 

— Submitted by Jim Roberston 

 

 

 

Killington Section 
What are two (2) items you would like the membership to know about your section’s year? 

The section was, while abiding the Covid restrictions for gathering, able to maintain the trail in 

good order thanks to the leadership of Larry Walter and Dave Coppock, our Trail and Shelter 

Co-chairs. Also special thanks to Vivian Bebee, newsletter editor of our publication Smoke & 

Blazes, for her excellent work in keeping our members connected and informed this past year. 

Member reports of personal hikes on the more quiet, less traveled wood roads and trails were 

included in an entertaining newsletter that kept the section membership involved with the Club. 

 

What is something your section is looking forward to? 

We look forward to coming out of this Covid "hibernation" and resuming a full schedule of 

group hikes and activities. We have missed that social connection and camaraderie. Additionally, 

we look forward to a final decision on the future of Cooper Lodge; it has been in a sad limbo for 

years. 

 

 

 

— Submitted by Wayne Krevetski 

 



Laraway Section 
 

What are two (2) items you would like the membership to know about your section’s year? 

Trail and shelter work have been our primary focus and interest. On Saturdays during April, 

May, and June we have trail clearing outings to cover 4-7 mile sections of the Long Trail and 

side trails with 4-8 volunteers attending each work outing. 

 

What is something your section is looking forward to? 

This year our 3 shelters are in good shape, but we may change plexiglass in a few skylights. 

Scott Christiansen is continuing with a 2-3 year project to install stonework on the spur trail to 

Spruce Ledge Shelter, and trenching and turn pikes on Davis Neighborhood Trail. We also plan 

to install steps on a slick ledge leaving the southern end of Devil’s Gulch. 

 

 
— Submitted by Bruce Bushey 

 

 

 

 

Montpelier Section 
What are two (2) items you would like the membership to know about your section’s year? 

The challenge of Covid-19 has created a substantial barrier to one of the things that keeps us 

together as a group, sponsoring and participating in outings. Recovering our comfort in doing so 

and building the momentum to plunge back in will be a central challenge for the coming year. 

 

What is something your section is looking forward to? 

Our summer issue of Trail Talk with a calendar filled with in-person events and outings.  

 



 
 

—Submitted by Nancy Thomas 

 

Northeast Kingdom Section 
What are two (2) items you would 

like the membership to know about 

your section’s year? 

We had several workdays; two were at 

Hadsel Mares Camp. We also saw 

increased attendance among our 

several group hikes. Ten people 

attended our hike up Mt. Hor on 

December 29.  

 

What is something your section is 

looking forward to? 

The Northeast Kingdom Section is 

looking forward to eased restrictions 

and more group hikes! 

 

 

— Submitted by John Predom 

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Frontier Section 
What is something your section is looking forward to? 

This year we’re having our annual section meeting “in person” in July, instead of May. By that 

time, an even greater number of people will be vaccinated. With COVID restrictions easing now, 

we have scheduled outings and a workday for our section, all in person. This month (June), the 



GMC will begin doing major repairs on the trail from Route 242 south to Bruce Peak. Later in 

the summer, they’ll work from Route 242 north to Jay Peak. The Northern Frontier greatly 

appreciates their hard work!  

 

What are two (2) items you would like the membership to know about your section’s year? 

Last year, our section accomplished walk throughs and shelter maintenance in small groups, 

wearing masks when needed and keeping our distance from each other. Three of our long-time 

trail adopters retired from the section of trail between Laura Woodward Shelter and the Canadian 

Border. Soon after, Lorne Currier (GMC’s Volunteer & Education Coordinator) found 

volunteers to step in and adopt that section: Jeff and Cathy Miller; Brooks Sturtevant; and 

Michael Chase. In addition to our walk throughs, we worked on reblazing areas of the trail. A 

small group of us (with Lorne C.) helped Jeff and Cathy Miller reblaze north of Route 105. 

Students from Sterling College and Paul Madden also reblazed areas south of Route 242.  

 

 
 —Submitted by Ken Whitehead 

 

 
 

Upper Valley Ottauquechee (UVO) Section 
What are two (2) items you would like the membership to know about your section’s year? 

We were able to keep our 46 miles of the Appalachian Trail in good condition, and Heinz 

Trebitz, our senior active maintainer, celebrated his 90th birthday. 

 

What is something your section is looking forward to? 

We are looking forward to a summer of outings in both New Hampshire and Vermont, open to 

members from both states. 



 
—Submitted by Dick Andrews 

 

 

Sterling Section 
What are two (2) items you would like the membership to know about your section’s year? 

Trail work continued during COVID! We're immensely grateful to all the volunteers who came 

out to help remove invasive species, sling mud, and move rocks!  

 

We decided not to hold a 2021 annual meeting, but a huge 'thank you' to Ilana Copel for putting 

together a great report to our members on everything that's been going on. We're looking forward 

to seeing everyone in person this summer and at next winter's meeting! 

 

What is something your section is looking forward to? 

There are lots of great work outings planned for this summer. We're excited for the end of 

pandemic protocols so that we can restart trailhead snacks and drinks after work trips!  

 
 —Submitted by Kevin Hudnell 

 

Worcester Section 
What are two (2) items you would like the membership to know about your section’s year? 

Activities at the Worcester Section were greatly reduced this year due to the pandemic. For 

several months we had no scheduled activities and only informal hikes by our members. We still 

managed to have several hikes in Central Massachusetts including the Swift River Reservation in 

Petersham, the Ware River Watershed in Rutland and Barre, the Harvard Forest in Petersham, 

the Midstate Trail, the Leominster State Forest, Mount Watatic in Ashburnham and hikes on the 

Trustees of Reservations and Mass Audubon properties. On these hikes we wore facemasks and 



practiced social distancing according to GMC guidelines. We also managed to keep up our trail 

maintenance on the Long Trail in Vermont on the Stratton Pond Section. We continue to work 

with other hiking non-profits in our area such as the Mid State Trail Association, the 

Appalachian Mountain Club (Worcester chapter), Wachusett Greenways and many local land 

trusts to conserve more land and to create and maintain hiking trails on these properties. 

 

We continue to maintain and improve our 5-acre GMC camp in Leicester, MA on the Cedar 

Meadow Lake. The camp offers recreation such as swimming, picnicking, boating and fishing. 

We have added regular activities such as horseshoes, corn hole and cook outs at the camp. 

 

What is something your section is looking forward to? 

 

With the pandemic largely behind us, we look forward to another year of hiking, canoeing, 

kayaking backpacking, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. We plan to continue increasing 

our membership and developing more leaders for our hikes and other outdoor activities in the 

coming year. 

 

 
— Submitted by Ram Moennsad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


